
How to Study  
the Bible
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* Hebrews 11:6 
* 2 Timothy 2:15-16 
* Hebrews 4:12-13



B
ibl

e S
tu

dy * Psalms 119:105, 160 
* John 17:17 
* Isaiah a 55:10-11
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Common Bible Study Methods: 

1. Inductive - Teaches what is in the 
Scripture; Pulls out what is there. 
CONTEXT IS KEY/CRITICAL. 

  
2. Deductive - When you start with 

an idea and then look to find 
what the Bible says about it. 
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HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 

1. Pray 
2. Observe what is written in the 

Scripture 
3. Interpret correctly what is 

written in the Scripture 
4. Apply prayerfully what is written 

in the Scripture to your life



B
ibl

e S
tu

dy

OBSERVATION
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OBSERVATION

Read the passage over several times, 
over a period of time 
Write down observations: Who, What, 
Where, When & Why 
Read background of book and author 
Define words that are unknown 
Where Geographically did this happen 
- Bible Maps
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INTERPRETATION



Golden Rule of Bible Interpretation 

“When the plain sense of scripture makes 
common sense, seek no other sense. 
Therefore, take every word at its primary, 
ordinary, usual literal, meaning unless the 
facts of the immediate context studied in the 
light of related passages and fundamental 
truths indicate clearly otherwise.” - Dr. David 
Cooper
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INTERPRETATION

Interpret the Bible Literally 
Let Scripture Interpret 
Scripture 
Study passage in Context
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* Psalms 91:1-4 
* Revelation 20:1-7
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* John 2:18-21 
* Acts 2 

* Joel 2:28-32 
* Psalms 16:8-11 
* Psalms 110:1
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* John 12:37-41 
* Isaiah 53:1; Isaiah 6:9-10

THE BIBLE ANTICIPATES  
ERROR & HERESY
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* 2 Chronicles 7:12-14 
* 1 John 1:9



1. Interpret your experience by the Scriptures. Do 
not interpret the Scriptures by your 
experience. 

2. Do not be dogmatic where the Scriptures are 
not! 

3. Determine when a passage is figurative rather 
than literal 

4. Do not rationalize the Scriptures 
5. Do not spiritualize the Scriptures

Guidelines for Interpreting the Bible:
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* Proverbs 10:12 
* 1 Corinthians 15:3



B
ibl

e S
tu

dy
APPLICATION

* What can I learn from this 
passage?  

* How and when can I or 
should I share it with others?



B
ibl

e S
tu

dy
* Psalms 95:8-10 
* Mathew 5:27-28
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* Psalms 119:140 
* Proverbs 30:5 
* Romans 12:1-2 
* Romans 15:4



Proverbs 25:2 (NKJV) 
2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, 
But the glory of kings is to search out a matter. 

Deuteronomy 29:29 
(NKJV) 29 “The secret things belong to the 
LORD our God, but those things which are 
revealed belong to us and to our children 
forever, that we may do all the words of this 
law.
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